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Regulations for the Columbarium 
 
 

 
These guidelines assure the columbarium will be a dignified 
resting place for all. 

1. Families are permitted to place fresh cut or artificial 
flowers in non-glass containers at the base of the niche’s 
column. 

2. Items of a personal nature are not permitted at the 
columbarium. 

3. Metal wires or adhesives that affix decorations, pictures or 
Mass cards to the columbarium facings are not permitted. 

4. To maintain the beauty and dignity of the columbarium, 
the cemetery reserves the right to remove decorations that 
have deteriorated, as well as decorations that do not meet 
the guidelines. 

 
 

Inquiries can be directed to: 

St. Mary of the Assumption 
7200 Lancaster Pike 

Hockessin, DE 19707 

Daniel M. DiGiacobbe 

302-239-7100 Ext. 11 
manager@smachurch.com 
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1. The Catholic Church views a cemetery as sacred 
ground, having the same status as a church building. 
The cemetery is not a recreational area. 

 
2. No enclosures of any kind may be placed around a 

grave site. This includes any obstruction which may 
impede grounds maintenance. 

 
3. Planting of trees, shrubs and flowers is not permitted. 

 
4. Fresh cut flowers in non-glass containers are permitted. 

They will be disposed of by staff when wilted. 
 
5. Bark, mulch, pebbles and their equivalent are not 

allowed. Glass containers or candles are not allowed. 
 
6. Artificial flowers, wired decorations and Christmas 

mounds may be used beginning November 2nd, All 
Souls Day. Such decorations are subject to removal by 
the cemetery staff with the approach of spring. 

 
7. After or during the Christmas season, the removal of 

live or artificial decorations may be necessary to 
facilitate grave digging or cemetery maintenance. 

 
8. Monuments may not be embellished with statuary, urns 

or other easily broken projections from the stone. 

9. Solar or battery-operated lights may not be used. 
 
10. Only American Flags may be used on the grave lot. 

 
11. Silk flowers, personal mementos, and other decorative 

items may not be placed on the plot 
 
12. A monument may have to be moved and returned to 

enable access to an adjacent grave. 
 
13. Following the interment, each grave will be leveled and 

seeded. Depending on the season and weather, there 
may be an extended period of time before this can be 
accomplished. 

 
14. In preparing a grave, the cemetery staff has the right to 

temporarily use the adjoining lots to set up tools and 
such equipment as necessary to do the work. 

 
15. Dogs and other pets are not permitted in the cemetery. 


